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Abstract Summary: In the first paper, I model the entry decision of potential election
candidates. I show that this decision is non-monotonic in candidate quality
and that it suggests an explanation for incumbency advantage. In the
second paper I show how the existence of short-term participants may
undermine cooperation among permanent members of a large population.
In the third paper, I study how an incumbency advantage can arise out of
reputational effects and analyze how term limits may help overcome the
resulting inefficiencies.
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